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Welcome to December’s 
newsletter.  
I have taken over as Editor 
and would welcome any 
pet or local landscape 
photos for the front cover 
or seasonal recipes for use 

in the newsletter. Please email me at 
jo@jltraining.co.uk. Copy date for January’s 
issue is Fri 21st December.

Jo Jones
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Cosmic Baby 
Looking up at the dark winter skies, we 

can’t fail to be awed by the incomprehensible 
size of the universe. The observable cosmos 
is estimated to have a diameter of 93 billion 
light-years and be made up of at least two 
trillion galaxies, over 90% of which have yet 
to be studied! And most scientists now 
recognise that the universe had a beginning - 
that it is not self-existent and eternal as 
thought in previous centuries. And so we 
must look outside the universe to find the 
cause of it all—the first and uncaused cause. 
That’s who the Bible describes as the 
everlasting God - One who is self existent 
and uncreated. 

And the festival of Christmas celebrates 
the birth of this awesome Creator into the 
world. Contrary to much of the marketing, 
Christmas is not about Jesus' infancy - it is 
about His deity. The humble birth of Jesus 
Christ was never intended to conceal the 
reality that it was God was being born into 
the world. But the modern version of 
Christmas does just that and so robs 
Christmas of most of its meaning. 

It is hard to fathom what it means for God 
to be born in a manger. How does one explain 
the Almighty stooping to become a tiny 
infant? Our minds cannot begin to understand 
what was involved in God becoming man.  

Yet He did. Without forsaking His divine 
nature or diminishing His deity, He was born 
into our world as a tiny infant. He was fully 
human, with all the needs and emotions that 
are common to us all. Yet He was also fully 
God--all wise and all powerful. 

When we look up at the stars, we wonder 
who made it all. Christmas says the babe in 
Bethlehem. He made everything. Oh come, 
let us adore Him together this Christmas 
time! 

Rosy Ashley 

From the Organ Bench 
Here’s a hymn whose tune was written by 

another of those splendid ‘one-hit wonders’ 
with whom hymnody abounds – but whose 
words are by a prolific writer of over 500 
hymns, and one of the finest of our time. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (b. 1926) is 
happily still with us, aged nearly 92.  He rose 
to be Bishop of Thetford in Norfolk, but he is 

best-known for his hymns, which although 
written mostly in traditional metres express 
modern, always helpful, thoughts, rooted in 
Scripture.  Many have been written by 
request for special occasions. 

One of Bishop Timothy’s first hymns was 
inspired by the translation of the first line of 
Mary’s song, the Magnificat, in the New 
English Bible which appeared in 1961: Tell 
out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord.  This 
is a free paraphrase of the Biblical text in 
verse-form, but it follows the wording closely 
and captures the joyful spirit of Mary 
(pregnant with Jesus) visiting her cousin 
Elisabeth (expecting the baby who would 
become John the Baptist).  It repeats that 
great first line at the end of the final verse: 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
To children’s children and for evermore. 

The popularity of Tell out, my soul soared 
when it appeared in the 1969 supplement to 
Hymns Ancient and Modern set to the tune 
Woodlands.  Woodlands was, and is still, a 
boarding house at Gresham’s School in 
Norfolk, where Walter Greatorex (1877-1949) 
was Director of Music from 1911 to 1936.  
During that time he taught Benjamin Britten, 
whom he found ‘precocious’ (he may have 
had a point there), but his fine old English 
name lives on because of this one great tune, 
which he named after Woodlands.  It was 
written in 1926 to fit another fine hymn, Lift 
up your hearts by Henry Montagu Butler, but 
its pairing with Tell out, my soul was a 
master-stroke which will endure for as long 
as we sing hymns.   

The tune is a challenge, with a very quick 
breath needed at the end of the second line – 
but it’s well worth it.  I played the organ for 
my godson’s wedding in April this year, and 
this was one of the hymns they chose.  The 
sound of over 100 voices raised in a splendid 
unison bellow was easily audible over the full 
organ, and was indeed one to lift up the heart. 

David Duvall



CHURCH SERVICES 
December 2018 & January 2019

Sun 2nd Dec

09:30 Friends & Heroes St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

11:00 Holy Communion St Stephen’s, Charlton 
Musgrove

18:00 Evensong St Lawrence’s, Cucklington

Sun 9th Dec 09:30 Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister

Sun 16th 
Dec

15:00 Carols, Candles & Christingles St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister

18:30 Carols by Candlelight St Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove

Sun 23rd 
Dec

09:30 Blue Christmas St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

18:30 Carols by Candlelight St Lawrence’s, Cucklington

Mon 24th 
Dec

16:30 Crib Service St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

23:30 Midnight Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister

Tues 25th 
Dec 10:30 Christmas Day Family Service  

followed by a short communion St Lawrence’s, Cucklington

Sun 30th 
Dec 09:30 Morning Praise St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

Sun 6th Jan

09:30 Friends & Heroes St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

09:30* Holy Communion St Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove

18:00 Evensong St Lawrence’s, Cucklington

Sun 13th Jan 09:30 Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister

Sun 20th Jan

09:30 Friends & Heroes St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

11:00* Holy Communion St Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove

18:00 Evensong St Lawrence’s, Cucklington

18:30 Evensong St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister

Sun 27th Jan
09:30 Holy Communion St Andrew’s, Stoke Trister

18:30 Sing Praise St John’s, Charlton Musgrove

*  As from January 2019, the time of the Holy Communion held twice monthly in St 
Stephen’s, Charlton Musgrove will alternate.  

The 1st Sunday of the month will be at 09:30 and the 3rd Sunday will be at 11:00



DECEMBER EVENTS

Sat 1st Dec 10:00-12:00 Christmas Fair Bayford Village Hall

Thurs 6th Dec 10:00-12:00 Christmas Coffee 
Morning

The Red Brick House, 
Stoke Lane Bayford

Thurs 6th Dec 18:30-19:30
Carols around the 

Piano
with mulled wine & mince 

pies

Aislaby, Cucklington

Fri 7th Dec 10:30-12:00 Coffee Morning Charlton Musgrove 
Village Hall

Sat 8th Dec 16:00-18:00
Family Christmas 

Movie (PG) 
with seasonal refreshments

Charlton Musgrove 
Village Hall

Fri 14th Dec 19:00-21:00 Christmas Tree Festival
with candles, wine & cheese

St Andrew’s Church, 
Stoke Trister

Sat 15th Dec
11:00-16:00

(movie 
15:00-16:00)

Christmas Tree Festival
& Family Christmas 

Movie (PG) 
with seasonal refreshments

St Andrew’s Church, 
Stoke Trister

Sat 15th Dec 19:00
Bayford Big Christmas 

Get Together
£5, see advert for details

Bayford Village Hall

Sun 16th Dec
12:00-16:00

(carols 
15:00-16:00)

Christmas Tree Festival
+ Carols, Candles & 

Christingles
with seasonal refreshments

St Andrew’s Church, 
Stoke Trister

Tues 18th Dec 16:00
Cucklington Christmas 

Tree Decorating
with seasonal refreshments

St Lawrence’s Church, 
Cucklington

Fri 21st Dec 19:30 Cucklington 100 Club 
Christmas Party

Cucklington Village 
Hall



CHARLTON MUSGROVE 
www.charltonmusgrove.org

Website editor: Judy Nathan
E: jhnathan321@gmail.com

Forthcoming Events

Fri 7th Dec
Please note 
change of 

date

10:30-12:00

Coffee Morning
Come along and join us for mulled wine, 
mince pies and the usual real coffee and 
home-made cake and help us get into the 
swing for the Christmas Celebrations

Village Hall

Sat 8th Dec 16:00-18:00 Family Christmas Movie (PG) 
with seasonal refreshments Village Hall

There won't be a Coffee Morning in January but we'll be back on 15th February to help 
cheer the Winter blues.

Charlton Musgrove Defibrillator First Responder Contact Numbers
Chris Mielville 01963 33233 Custodians
Barrie & Ceri Izard 01963 34144 John Ball 01963 31046
David Amblin 01963 31012 Robert Parker 07769 913475
Neal Sizmore 07795 817460

Just in case you can't make 
the December coffee 
morning, Dibby and I 
would like to say ‘Thank 
you’ to all our supporters 
throughout the year and 
wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas. 

Joan

Short Mat Bowls at  
Charlton Musgrove Village Hall 

WE MEET ON THE 2ND & 4TH TUESDAY OF 
EACH MONTH FROM 2.00pm UNTIL 5.00pm 
Come along for a laugh, we are a 
friendly non-competitive group 
Tea and Coffee will be served.   
Please bring along smooth soled shoes 
to wear for the sake of the mats. 
Brian and Stella Wheeler - 07530 297964

100 Club Winners November Draw:   
No. 25 Naomi Kimber & No. 50 Ruth Kimber

mailto:jhnathan321@gmail.com
mailto:jhnathan321@gmail.com


CUCKLINGTON 
St Lawrence’s Church

www.cucklington.org.uk
Church Warden - Pip Loxton

T: 01747 840947

Cucklington’s Carols at Aislaby 
(on the Feast of St Stephen!) 

No singing around the village this December…but we 
are invited, as every year, to Aislaby by Chris 

Holloway and family to sing carols around the piano 
and enjoy a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie on  

Thursday 6th December  
from 6.30pm to 7.30pm 

Please let Karen know if you would like to join us 
on 01963 34220

THE 100 CLUB
The Cucklington Village 
Hall 100 club Xmas party 
will be on Friday 21st 
December.  
Reminders will be sent to 
present members. I f 
anyone who is not a 

member of the 100 Club and would like 
to join, to support the hall,  they are 
most welcome to come to the party.

Recent 100 Club winners:
Mrs T Rawlings, Mr N Garrett,  
Mrs P Inns, Mrs J Truman  
Mr & Mrs P Crawford-Smith, 
Mr C Birrell, Mr J Payne.
SCRABBLE
The next scrabble evening will be on 
6th December, in the Village Hall, 
starting at 7pm. 

COFFEE MORNING  
There will be NO coffee morning in 
December.

FLOWER LADIES 
and anyone else with a spare minute at 
this busy time of year!

Th i s yea r we w i l l be 
decorating the church for 
Christmas on Saturday 22nd 
December f rom 10:00 
onwards, and would be very 
gra te fu l for any he lp , 
greenery, berries and/or 
coffee! JMS

VILLAGE HALL CLEANING 
The next cleaning session will 
be on Saturday 8th December, 
starting at 9.30am.



CUCKLINGTON 
St Lawrence’s Church

www.cucklington.org.uk
Church Warden - Pip Loxton

T: 01747 840947

TABLE TENNIS 

EVERY TUESDAY AT 19:30


IN THE ARTHUR MEMORIAL 
HALL


ALL WELCOME

VILLAGE CONTACTS 
Chair of Village Meeting - Hugh Davies E: cucklingtonchairman@gmail.com 
NHW Co-ordinator - Brian Trueman T: 07398 980487 
Non urgent calls to police 101, or else call Crimestoppers anonymously  
T: 0800 555 111 www.crimestoppers-uk.org 
Planning Applications  
To check on the status of planning applications online go to:  
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch or T: 01935 462016. 
Fly Tipping 
Report online at: http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/online 
or for Dorset: http://www.dorsetforyou.com/flytipping/report-flytipping-online 
General Council enquiries inc fly tipping during office hours, T: 01935 462462 
Somerset Highways 
T: 0300 123 2224, Mon-Fri am-pm, Sat am-pm, Sun closed (Call 101 if urgent).

THE ARTHUR MORISON MEMORIAL HALL, CUCKLINGTON 
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Committee members include:    
Campbell Dunford (Chairman) 01963 34220 
Hall bookings should be made through Jenny Rawlings (01963 3320) who also holds 
the keys.  If not available, ring Brian Trueman (07398 980487),  
or Di Hammet (01747 840770) 
Website: www.cucklington.org.uk

http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planningsearch


STOKE TRISTER WITH 
BAYFORD 

www.stoketristerbayford.net
E: web@stoketristerbayford.net

BAYFORD COFFEE MORNINGS

Thursday 6th December 10:00-12:00
Christmas Coffee Morning 
at The Red Brick House, 
Stoke Lane (home of 
Maggie & Marcus Giles).  
No Bring & Buy, but you 
are invited to bring a raffle 
prize if you can.

There be NO Coffee Morning in 
January.

The next Coffee Morning will be on 
Thursday 7th February 2019 from 
10:00-12:00 in Bayford Village Hall. 
Everyone very welcome. Bring and Buy 
table as usual.

Many thanks to all who were 
involved in the Remembrance 
Serv i ce a t S t Andrew ’s 
Church, Stoke Trister on 11th 
November. It was a lovely 
service, very well attended, 

with bells, bugles, wreath-laying, 
delicious refreshments, and organised 
perfectly in an immaculately clean 
church decorated with beautiful flowers.  
A very moving occasion.

THE BAYFORD VILLAGE LUNCH 

There will be no Village Lunch in 
December. Instead we are planning a 
village Christmas Party on Saturday 
15th December. This will be for all ages, 
and includes games to join in or just 
watch, yummy food and some live 
entertainment. Please see the separate 
ad for details.

The January  Lunch wi l l be on  
Wednesday 30th  January, usual time 
12:30pm (we wondered 
a b o u t h a v i n g o n e i n 
January and decided that, 
as not much happens at 
the end of Jan, it would 
probably be a good idea!)

Menu will be tasty, though not yet 
decided!

Please let me know a few days  
beforehand if you will be coming.

Sid Garton, tel: 01963 34808



God with us 

Well, we are into the frantic pressie-buying 
month of December now.  The American 
‘Black Friday’ tradition appears to be firmly 
a part of our own pattern and has brought 
the search for the perfect Christmas present 
yet earlier in our calendar.  Parish and 
school Christmas Fayres offer us home-
made, Fairtrade, recycled and singular 
alternatives.  And increasingly the 
inequalities within our economy become 
more apparent as people risk debt to bring 
a smile to their child’s face. 
When I was a parish priest we found that 
many of our single parents felt trapped by 
the pressure of keeping up with those 
around them.  We tried to introduce a 
maximum spend for all our congregational 
and family present buying in order to bring 
some parity.  It wasn’t easy! 
I’m reminded at this time of year of the line 
that we are seeing more frequently, 
accompanying invitations to weddings and 
Birthday parties: ‘No presents required, 
just your presence!’ 
It makes me think about what Christmas 
really means.  During this time of 
preparation and waiting for the big day to 

arrive, many of us will sing the words of that 
Adven t hymn, ‘O come, O come, 
Emmanuel’, a 12th century hymn that invites 
God to fulfil his prophecy to his people.  Will 
we really take in those words? 
‘Emmanuel’ means ‘God with us’, such 
an important and comforting phrase in 
these times of uncertainty and anxiety, as 
we wonder what the new year will bring.  
Christmas we know is a time when people 
can feel lonely, disappointed, stressed.  
There are reputedly more suicides and 
marriage breakdowns during the course of 
this holiday period.  One of the best 
Christmas presents we can offer then must 
surely be that of hospitality, a listening ear 
and simply our ‘presence’ among those who 
feel forgotten, rejected or overlooked.  
In so doing we will find God’s own present 
to us this Christmas, as in any and all other 
Christmases, His presence.  The God to 
whom “every animal of the forest and the 
cattle on a thousand hills, belongs” (Psalm 
50) has given us the best present of all - He 
is with us. 

The Right Reverend Ruth Worsley 
Bishop of Taunton

Putting together a Care Pack of brand new items for an expectant mother, baby, 
family or a vulnerable woman in need of humanitarian aid is a wonderful way to show 
how deeply we care and that they have not been forgotten. These Care Packs will be 
sent to displaced people,  refugees and people 
in need of humanitarian aid in Syria. There are 
currently around 6.3 million internally displaced 
people in Syria. 
Samara’s Aid have found that refugees are very 
touched to know that people in the UK care 
enough to pack boxes with supplies and 
clothes and send them across the world for 
them and their children.
Choose from one of the three Care Pack 
shopping lists on the Samara’s Aid website: 
Expectant/new mother; Baby; Family.  Banana boxes can be obtained from 
Morrisons who throw away 20 a day. You can also give new or good quality clothes 
and shoes - please leave at the back of the churches. The lorry leaves for Syria in mid 
January.

http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/care-packs/

Show Them You Care

http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/care-packs/
http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/care-packs/


Christmas Fair
Saturday 1st December 10:00–12:00

Bayford Hall - Free Entry
 
We are holding our annual Christmas Fair at Bayford Hall on Saturday 1st 
December 10am– 12 noon in aid of St Andrew’s Church.  There will be all 
the usual stalls, Gifts, Cakes, Raffle, Tombola, Nearly New (goods) and a 

new stall, Chocolate and Crafts.   
There will be refreshments available and Entry is Free.

 
If you have any items you wish to donate please bring to Bayford Hall  

on Friday 30th November between 14:00-15:30  
Raffle prizes, cakes, produce, unwanted gifts etc and nearly new goods.   

For more info contact Christine on 01963 32311



COMMON FARM FLOWERS 
Nationwide delivery of British-grown 

bouquets by post, 
Wedding and occasion flowers, 

workshops. 
www.commonfarmflowers.com 

01963 32883 
georgie@commonfarmflowers.com

KIMBERS FARM SHOP 
Between Wincanton & Bruton  

Racecourse Road 
Quality home produced meats & raw 

milk. 
Local produce, deli and gifts. 

Open Tuesday-Saturday 
www.kimbersfarmshop.co.uk 

01963 33177 or email 
info@kimbersfarmshop.co.ukFarmers and Gardeners: 

Don’t let unsightly mole hills spoil your 
lawn and wreck your mowers: 

ROY TROTT  
Has over sixty years’  

experience at catching the little critters. 
01963 32200 or 07919 952585

Paul White 
Interior and Exterior Decorating 

Services 
The Mill House, Lower Horwood 

Farm, BA9 9RA 
07814857496 or 01963 31701

Dave Gillam, Carpenter 
Tel: 01963 33522

LOCAL TENNIS COACHING WITH 
FORMER WIMBLEDON PLAYER 

Charlotte MacCaw 
LTA Accredited Tennis Coach (Level 5) 

Tennis = fitness, fun and friends 
Whatever your age, whatever your skill level 

Contact: mobile 07708 346316 
email: c.maccaw@gmail.com

The Vale Centre 
Courtyard of the Manor House, Stoke 

Trister, Wincanton, Somerset 
Holiday Cottages to let 

Telephone 01963 33360 https://
www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/16266822  

https:/www.airbnb.co.uk/rooms/15975704

The Unicorn Inn, Bayford 
Real Ale and Ciders, good pub food, 

special offers 
Tel: 01963 34941

HELEN'S CELEBRATION CAKES 
Helen can supply amazing decorated/
themed cakes for any occasion from 
wedding, christening, birthday etc.   

You can call her on 01963 33465 or email 
helen@andrewchesterman.orangehome.co.uk

INDIAN HEAD MASSAGE 
Relax in the comfort of your own home 
and treat yourself to a gentle head and 

shoulder massage.  
Qualified Mobile Therapist 

Telephone Brenda Ford 07747773982Roger Jones, Chiropody  
In your home.   

Telephone 01963 31500

Window cleaning inside and outside. 
We also clean Gutters, Drainpipes, 
Facsias, Conservatory roofs & Garage 
doors. 
Call us now for a quote: 
01823 272260/07885 451628

 For all your Garden and Home Improvements 
- Over 20 years local experience - 

Extensions, patios, landscaping, stonework, 
brickwork, fencing & plastering 

All aspects of Garden and Home 
Improvements 

For a free, no obligation, quotation please call:  
07977 070703 or 01963 363535 

Carl.mintern@gmail.com 
MBLsecretary@gmail.com

mailto:helen@andrewchesterman.orangehome.co.uk
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Pete Pugsley Ex-Police Advanced 
Driving Instructor 

Teaching Safe Driving for Life 
Tel: 01963 31377 Mob: 07791462484  

Email peter.pugsley@o2.co.uk 
Facebook: Pete Pugsley’s Driving School

TEMPLE HOLISTIC THERAPIES 
I offer gentle relaxing treatments to balance 
and help heal mind and body and specialise 

in Reiki and head, neck and shoulder 
massage. A hand and foot massage can also 

be very therapeutic and a good way to 
begin if you are new to these treatments. I 
am based in Charlton Musgrove and some 
treatments can take place in the comfort of 

your own home. 
Please call Brenda on 07747 773982  

or email fairielillie@aol.com

The Cat's Whiskers Cake Company Ltd 
The Vale Centre, Stoke Trister  

BA9 9PH Tel: 01963 33717 
E: Catswhiskerscakes@gmail.com    
Web: www.catswhiskerscakes.com 

Bespoke celebration cakes, workshops 
and event planning. 

Saturday mornings between 10am and 
1pm or by appointment

The Willows Health and  
Beauty Clinic 

Willow Cottage, Leigh Common  
BA9 8LE      

Ring Lisa Clothier on 
 01747 841521

St Margaret’s 
Support Groups 
OCTAGON THEATRE, YEOVIL BA20 1UX 
Wednesdays 10.30am – 12.30pm
St Margaret’s Support Groups are open to 
anyone affected by a life-limiting illness – 
patients, their families and friends 
As well as providing an opportunity to meet 
others in similar situations, our trained 
volunteers can offer visitors: 
▪a listening ear
▪provide free information
▪help signpost to other services
The groups are run on a drop-in basis – 
there is no need to book or to be referred 
or perhaps you would like to become a 
volunteer to help run these groups? 
For further information please contact: 
Lesley Burgess 
Email:  lesley.burgess@st-margarets-
hospice.org.uk  Tel: 0845 070 8910

Geoff Syme 
Cost Management Specialist 

Saving businesses time and money by 
managing their overheads 

www.auditel.co.uk/geoffsyme 
Office: 01963 31541  

Mobile: 07949 239 864

Home Instead is an award-winning Home 
Care company. We enable our clients to 

remain happy and comfortable in their own 
homes for as long as possible. From a few 

hours a week, up to 24 hours 7 days a 
week, we offer a wide range of services 

tailored to your needs: 
Companionship, Home Help, Personal 

Care, errands, transport, meal preparation, 
shopping, Dementia care, and more 

Telephone: 01935 577030
www.homeinstead.co.uk/yeovilsherbornebridport

Please note that, as from January 2019 advertisements will be charged by size:

1/4 page = £120 per year 1/8th page = £60 per year 1/16th page = £30 per year

If you wish to advertise in the newsletter, please contact the Editor at jo@jltraining.co.uk

J S ROSE, Electrician
Based in Charlton Musgrove 

Tel:  07545 842050

mailto:fairielillie@aol.com
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BAYFORD  
BIG CHRISTMAS 
GET TOGETHER 

Saturday 15th December 
7.00 pm in the Village Hall 

Christmas Quiz 
Feel the sock mystery competition 

Live Entertainment 
Yummy Christmas Fare, Mulled wine or soft drink 

£5 per person, all ages welcome 

Call Sid on 01963 34808 
or Marilyn on 01963 34297  

to let us know you are coming

The Pilgrim Singers 

REJOICE  
 AT CHRISTMAS 

Saturday 15th December, 7.00pm
at Wincanton Methodist Church

In aid of ‘Wincanton Live at Home’

Tickets £12 (U16 free) from Divine Wines, Wincanton  
 or contact 01963 33695

Seasonal refreshments included






